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Friday 27th April 2018 
From Mrs May 

Time continues to fly by and we are now all settled into the summer term. The diary is jam-packed 
with all sorts of events, so please make sure that you transfer all the dates at the end of this 
newsletter into your diary. 
On Monday, the teachers had a fantastic INSET day. 
We had a guest speaker, who shared a selection of 
excellent ideas about how to accelerate pupil progress 
and how to demonstrate that progress. This is of vital 
importance, as so much emphasis is placed on proving 
that the children are making progress, even in 
individual lessons. We invited some teachers from 
other local prep schools to share the training with us, 
and it was interesting to hear ideas from our 
colleagues who work in schools similar to Longwood (although obviously not quite as good ). 
The children all returned to school, bright and rearing to go, on Tuesday morning. We had a hilarious 
assembly; I asked them what fun they had got up to over the break. Their answers will remain a 
secret but the saying, “Out of the mouths of babes,” was quoted more than once by the staff! 
I have been popping in and out of lessons throughout the week and have been delighted to see 
different strategies from our INSET day already being tried out with the children. The teachers are 
enjoying their teaching and it is always exciting to try new techniques.  
Yesterday afternoon, our year 2, 3 & 4 girls went to Edge Grove and played cricket with their girls. It 
was more of a shared lesson than a match, and was a lovely experience for all. I am very grateful to 
Miss Taylor and Mr Rossiter for working hard to build links with local schools and arrange some 
opportunities for sport to expand beyond our lessons and clubs.  

News from Nursery 

During this term, the Oak children will be looking at the topic of Growing. The children have been 

busy planting sunflower seeds. They have been watering them and watching them grow into 

seedlings. They have also been painting their own interpretation of Van Gogh's Sunflowers. 
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Message from Bev 

Oak Parents – Over the last few weeks, a number of you have requested that we cut out the midday 

sleep. From next week, we have decided to trial a shorter, 45 minute, rest period, where children 

will lie on their beds with a book, giving those who still need to sleep the chance to do so, whilst 

allowing those who don’t feel so tired, a quiet time to rest and relax. We will make a final decision 

after this trial period and we will keep you informed. 

KS1 and LKS2 

We are very lucky to have Michael Gleason visiting us on Monday. It is always 
inspiring to listen to “real” authors and Michael comes very highly recommended to 
us. He is going to talk to the children about his books and they will have the 
opportunity to buy one and have it signed by him. If your child would like a copy, 
they need to bring in £5 on Monday. If you want to see more, click on 
https://www.hideoutkidsbooks.com/hideoutkidsbook . 

Talent Show 

Next Friday is the much anticipated Longwood talent show. All children 
from FS – UKS2 are encouraged to take part. They can enter on their 
own on in a small group. Acts in the past have included singing, dancing, 
playing a musical instrument, telling a joke, doing some magic or 
demonstrating a science experiment. Everything is welcome – the more 
creative, the better. Please talk to your child about this and help them 
to prepare if possible. If they require a backing track, please can they 
bring it to school on Monday, so that we can test it to make sure there 
are no problems. If they leave it until Friday and then discover that their 
CD won’t play on our machine, they will be disappointed. Good luck to 
everyone who enters. 

Nursery / School Photographs 

Our Tempest photographer is coming to Longwood on Wednesday 2nd May to take photographs of 
the children in each nursery room and school class. If your child does not normally attend on 
Wednesdays, you are welcome to bring them in for their photo. The timetable will run as follows: 

9.00 – Oak 
9.10 – FW 
9.20 – FT 
9.30 – LKS2  
9.40 – UKS2 
9.50 – Apple 
10.00 – Cherry 
10.10 – FS 
10.20 – KS1 
10.30 – Little Willow 

I am requesting that all school children be in summer uniform for the photos. Thank you. (This 
means summer dresses and white socks or shirts, ties and shorts.) 

https://www.hideoutkidsbooks.com/hideoutkidsbook


Longwood Newsletter 
 

 

 

Summer Uniform 

I would love to see all children in their summer uniform from now on. Summer 
dresses should be worn with white socks (not tights), and on a cooler day, children 
can layer up with a jumper and/or a blazer. Shorts should be worn with a long or 
short-sleeved shirt and a tie. Blazers are to be worn each day, but can be taken off, 
once the children are in school. 

 

Sport Relief 

Thank you to everyone who bought a wristband and/or donated to Sport Relief at the end of last 
term. We raised £220. 

 

Summer Fete 

It’s that time of the year again when we are looking for 
volunteers to help organise our fete. If you are interested in 
getting involved, please speak to Lizi in Apple room 
(apple@longwoodschool.co.uk). The fete is on Saturday 30th 
June at 12pm and we are hoping to make it as successful, if not 
more so, as last year’s. 

 

From Friends of Longwood 

Two reminders: 

 There is an FoL meeting on Wednesday at 7.30. Please come along 

and get involved. 

 Movie night is on Friday 11th May. There will be more details soon 

but please hold the date. 

 

Congratulations 

Thomas and Emma (UKS2) showed me their holiday diaries, which they wrote over the Easter 

holidays. Both of them had worked hard and their writing was very good. I got a real sense of what 

they had got up to over the break and their enjoyment of this task shone through. Both of them 

have received an “Award from Mrs May” before for this task, so I am particularly delighted that they 

are continuing to keep up the excellent standard. 

  

mailto:apple@longwoodschool.co.uk
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Sports Fixtures 

Year 2, 3 & 4 girls thoroughly enjoyed their visit to Edge Grove to play some cricket with them. 

Photos are on the website, so please take a look. 

 

Tomorrow, the netball team are playing in a tournament at St Margaret’s School. 7 other schools will 

also be competing, so please wish us luck. If your daughter is playing, please bring her to the senior 

school netball courts at about 9am. We would love parents to stay and watch/support us. 

From Mr Livesey 

I hope that you all had a good Easter break.  

Sadly, I had to visit my 12-year-old godson Louie in the oncology hospital in Lisbon and feel 

compelled to share this information. Louie had back pain for five months or so, his only symptom. 

The doctors gave him painkilling injections on three occasions, saying that growing pains, muscle 

fatigue, his posture and even the way that he walked was causing the pain. Only when he could not 

get out of bed one day, and with the persistence of his parents, he was given an ultrasound scan, 

which with a biopsy, other scans and tests diagnosed neuroblastoma, a cancer normally associated 

with younger children. The cancer is more treatable if caught early, however this cancer had now 

become stage 4. Although childhood cancer is rare with only approximately 1400 children in the UK 

being diagnosed each year, please take the time to look at and be aware of the symptoms so that 

you can act quickly and see the doctor if necessary as described in the link below. 

http://about-cancer.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/childrens-cancer/symptoms 

Please also don’t forget to remind yourself about the meningitis and septicaemia symptoms.   

https://www.meningitis.org/meningitis/check-symptoms 

 

 

http://about-cancer.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/childrens-cancer/symptoms
https://www.meningitis.org/meningitis/check-symptoms
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Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Saturday 28th April 9-12.30 Yr 5/6 girls netball 
tournament at St 
Margaret’s School 

The tournament runs from 
9.30-12.30 at St Margaret’s 
School. Registration and 
warm-up is from 9am.  
All year 5&6 girls are invited 
to take part. 

Wednesday 2nd May Morning  Class and nursery 
group photos and 
whole school/ 
nursery photo 

 

Wednesday 2nd May 7.30 pm at school FoL meeting All welcome. 

Friday 4th May Afternoon at 
school 

Talent Show All children in FS to Yr 6 are 
encouraged to enter. Sorry, 
no parents allowed! 

Friday 11th May School hall Movie Night Mini movie for FS at 5.45 
Main movie at 7pm 

Wednesday 16th May 2.15 at Longwood Year 5 and 6 mixed 
rounders match 
(against Buckingham 
Prep) 

Parents welcome to watch.  

Friday 18th May Leave school at 
8.30, return at 
3.30 

UKS2 trip to Audley 
End 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is £20. 

Thursday 24th May 9.45ish (time to 
be confirmed) at 
Bushey Grove 
Leisure Centre 

KS1 and KS2 gym 
display 

For KS1 & KS2 parents. 

Thursday 24th May Edge Grove. 
Leaving 
Longwood at 2pm 
and returning at 
4pm. 

Year 3/4/5 girls 
rounders match 

Parent volunteer drivers 
needed please. 

Thursday 7th June Leave school at 9, 
return at 3pm 

FS trip to Kew 
Gardens 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is £21. 

Thursday 7th June Edge Grove. 
Leaving 
Longwood at 2pm 
and returning at 
4pm. 

Year 2/3 girls 
rounders match 

Parent volunteer drivers 
needed please. 

Friday 8th June Leave school at 
8.30, return at 
3.30pm 

LKS2 trip to Chiltern 
Open Air Museum 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is £35. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 8th June Leave school at 9, 
return at 3pm 

KS1 trip to 
Rickmansworth 
Waterways Museum 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is £18. 

Monday 11th – Friday 
15th June 

All week Science week – lots 
of exciting things 
going on 

Mad science experiments, a 
falconry visit, kite flying and 
all things to do with flight. 
The cost of this week is £23 
for UKS2, LKS2 and KS1, £18 
for FS, £4 for FT & FW. 

Wednesday 13th June Leave school at 9, 
return at 3pm 

FS-UKS2 trip to RAF 
Museum 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is included in 
Science Week (above). 

Wednesday 13th June 7.30 pm at school FoL meeting All welcome. 

Friday 15th June School hall  Mini Disco 5.30-6.30 for FT/FW/FS  

Friday 15th June School hall Main Disco 7-9pm for KS1 & KS2 

Tuesday 19th June – 
Friday 22nd June 

4 days UKS2 trip to France Details to follow. 

Tuesday 26th June Morning – time to 
be confirmed 

KS2 Swimming Gala KS2 parents invited to watch 

Thursday 28th June Late morning and 
lunchtime 

Preschool sports day All parents and friends 
welcome to watch games 
and share a picnic lunch 

Thursday 28th June Lunchtime and 
afternoon 

Main school sports 
day 

All parents and friends 
welcome to share a picnic 
lunch and watch games and 
races. Prize giving at 3.30pm 

There will be ice-creams and lollies for sale on the playground after sports day. This will be strictly 
cash only so please make sure you have some. If you are not attending, but would like your child 
to have an ice-cream, please make sure your child has some cash. 

Friday 29th June 9.00, school hall FS class assembly Parents welcome. 

Friday 29th June Leave school at 9, 
return at 3pm.  

FT & FW trip to 
Woodside Park 

Packed lunch required. The 
cost of this trip is £18 

If your child does not attend on Fridays, they may still take part in this trip. Please contact your 
class teacher. 

Saturday 30th June 12-3pm in the 
school grounds 

Longwood Fete Open to all nursery and 
school family and friends 

Tuesday 3rd July 9.05, school hall FT class assembly Parents welcome 

Thursday 5th July 9.05, school hall FW class assembly Parents welcome 

Thursday 5th July 6pm at school Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

All KS2 children to attend. 
Parents and friends all 
welcome. 

Sunday 16th Sept Cassiobury Park, 
12pm onwards 

FoL family picnic Bring your own picnic. Come 
and have fun. 

Thursday 4th Oct 7pm Open Evening This is for prospective 
parents. Please spread the 
word. 
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